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Rebel Congress.
The Rebel leaden Have Attempted Hon

Than They Can Achieve.

Important Meeting of Cotton and Tobacco
Planters at Richmond.

THE DE8PAIRING CRY OF THE REBELS.

The Town of Fayetteville, Arkansas.
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Jet Davli' Mtus|« to tb« Rtbel Comgr.ii.
To ran 8kua ahb Hovbs or Riphiwiiitb or ths

Confsdmutb stahs:.
In obedience to the constitutional prorisiona requiring

the Preeld.nt from time to time to give to Congreee informationof the etate of the confederacy, and recomufilndTor their consideration such meaaurts aa he
shall Judge neceiaary and expedient, I have to communicatethat aince the mesaage at the laet melon of the
ProTlaional Congress twits have demonstrated
that the government had attenvted more thtsn
it had voietr successfully to achieve. Ilence
in the effort to protect by our arms the whole territory of
tho Confedorate Statee, seaboard and inland, we have
been so exposed as recently to encounter serious disasters.When the confederacy was formed the States comprisingit were, in the peculiar character of their pursuitsand a misplaced confidence in their former asso-

qisivb, kj a ucbuvumj ui mo ueiuu lur uw 1'ruBecutkmof the war on bo gigantic a seal* aa that to which
it has attained. The workshops and artists ware

mainly to he found in the Northern States, and
one of the first duties which devolved upon the
government was to establish the necessary manufactories,and in the meantime to obtain, by purchase from
abroad, as far as practicable, whatever was required for
the public defence. No eflbrt has been spared to effect
both these ends, and though the results have not equalled
our hopes, it is believed ibat an impartial judgment
will, upon fUU investigation, award to the various departmentsof the government, credit for having done
all which human power and foresight enabled them to
accomplish.
The valor and devotion of the people have not

only sustained the efforts of the government, but
have gone far to snppoit its deficiencies. The
active state of milttiry preparations among the
nations of Europe in 1 pril last, the date when our agents
litst went abroad, interposed i navddable delays in tbe
procurement of arms, and the want of a navy has gTeatly
impeded our efforts to import military supplies of all
sorts.

I have hoped for several days to receive the official
reports in relation to our discomfiture at Roanoke Island
and the fall of Fort Donolson. They have not yet reached
mo, and I am, therefore, unablo to communicate to

you such information of past events and consequences
resulting therefrom as wewM enable me to make
rtc nnmeiuUUions founded upon the changed condition
of things which they have produced. Enough is
known of the surrender of Roanoke Island to mako us

feci that it was deeply humiliating, however imperfect
may have been the preparation for defence. The hope is
still entertained that our reported losses at Fort Donclsonhave been greatly exaggerated, inasmuch as I am

not only unwilling but unable to believe that a largo
army of our people have surrendered without a drgpernto
effort to cut their way through the Investing forces,
whatever may have been their numbers,and to endeavor
to make a junction with other divisions of the army.
But in the absence of that exact information which can

only be ufforded by official reports, it would be premature
to pass Judgment, and my own is reserved, as I trust

yours will be, until that information is received.
In the meantime, strenuous efforts have been made to

throw forward reinforcements to tbo armies at positions
threatened, and I cai^ot do^bt the bilker disapjvunt.
mcnts we have borne by nerving the people to still greater
exertions, will speodily secure results more accordant
with our Just expectations, and as favorable to our cause
as those which mylted the earlier period of tho war.

The reports of the Secretaries of War and Navy will
exhibit the mass of resources for the conduct of the war,
which we have been enabled to accumulate notwith
standing the very serious difficulties against which we
have contended. They afford cheering hope that oar resources,1touted as they were at tbo beginning of the
contest, during its progress became developed to such
an extent as fully to meat onr future wants.
The policy of anUeiuieot for »i»or» terms,against which

iheve steadily contended from the commencement of
the war, has, in my Judgment, contributed in no immaterialdegree to the recent reverses which wo have
suffered, and sven now renders it difficult to furnish you
an accurate statement of the army. When the war first
broke out many of our people could with difficultybe periueded that it would be long
or serious. It was not deemed possible that anything so

knsane as a persistent attempt to subjugate these States
could be made; still less tbat the delusion could eo far
prevail as to give the war the vast proportions which it
has assumed. The people, incredulous of a long war,
wars naturally averse to long enlistments, and tbo early
legislation of Congress rendered it impracticable 'to obtainvolunteers for a greater period than twelve months.
Now that It has bocome probable that the war will be
continued through a scries of years, our high spirited
and gallant soldiers, while generally re-enlisting, are,
(Tom the fact of having entered the service for a short
term, compelled, in many instances, to go home to make
necessary arrangements for their families during their
prolonged absence. Tho quotas of new regiments for the
war, called for from the different States, are in rapid
progreea of organtaation. The whole body of new levies
and re-enlisted men will probably bo ready in the ranks
within the next thirty days. But, In the meantime It is
exceedingly difficult to give an accurate statement of the
number of our forces in the field.

Tliey may in general terms be stated at four hundred
regiments of infantry, with proportionate forces of cavalryand artillery, the details of which will be shown
by the report of the Secretary of War.

I deem it proper to advert to the fact that the proecea
of furlough and re enlistment la progress for the last
month had so far disorganised and weakened our forces as

to Impair our ability for successful defence; but I hereby
congratulate you that this evil which I had foreseen and
was powerless to prevent, may now be said to be substantiallyat an end, aud that we shall not again during
the war be exposed to seeing our strength diminished by
this fruitful cause of disaster.abort estimates.
The people of the Confederate States, being principally

engaged In agricultural pursuits were unprovided at the
commencement of hoetilities, with ships, ship yards,
materials for ship building or skilled mechantco and sea.
men in sufficient numbers to make the prompt creation
of a navy a practical task, even ir the required appropriationshad been made for the purposes. Notwithstand
ing oar very limited reaourcee, bowover, tbe rtport
of tb« Secretary will exhibit lo jroa a aatletactory
propoiltlon in preparation, and certainty of the near
completion of veeaela of a number and alaaa, on wbioh
we may confidently rely for coateeting the vaunted
control of the enemy over ourwatere.
The financial eyetem devleed by Use wtedom of your

predcceeeora baa proved adeqoaU lo aopplylag all the
wanta of the government, notwithstanding the unexpect
ed and very large increaae of expendltare reaultlng from
a great augmentation In the aeceaeary meaenree of de
fence. The repert of tbe Recretary of the Traaeury wil|
exhibit the gratifying fact that we bay# ne floatkat debt,
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that the credit of the government is unimpaired, and *
that the total expenditure of the government for the *

year bus been, in round numbers, one hundred and seven. *
ty millions or dollars.less than one-third of the sum
wasted by the enemy in hie vain olfort to conquor ns, *
less than the vahm of a slight article of export.the cot fl
ton crop of the year.
The report of the Postmaster General will show the *

condition of that department to be steadily improving, a

its revenuo increasing, and already* affording assurances
that it wilt be self-sustained at the date required by the
constitution, while affording ample mail facilities for the
reople. t

In the Department of Justice, which Includes the
Patent Office and the Publio Printing, some legislative (
provision will bo required, which will be specifically i
stated In the report of the head of that department.

I invite the attention of Congress to the duty of organizinga Supreme Court of the Confederate States, in <
accordance with the mandate of the constitution.

I rofer you to my message, communicated to the Pro- .

visional Congress in November last, for such further In- )
formation touching the rendition of public affeliw aa it T\
might bo useful to lay before yon, the short lntervaj
which has elapsed einco not having produced any mate-
rial changes in that condition, other than those to which 1
reference haB already been made. 1

In couclusion, I cordially welcome the representatives, (

who,recontly chosen by tho people, aro fully imbued I
with their views and feelings, and can so ably devise I
means and needful provisions for the public service, j <

assure you of my hearty co-oporat ion in all efforts for 1

JEFFERSON DAVIS.

Newspaper Accounts.
EXI'SCTED ARRIVAL OF UNION PRISONERS FROM

COLUMBUS, S. C.
The Richmond Dispatch says t bet ouo hundred Yank ce

prisoners at Columbus, S. C., were expected to arrive
on the evening of the 28th inst. Three instalments of an

c<]ual number will bo brought here from that city, when
t{xo whole of them will be sent to Newport News on

parole. *PROPOSED DESTRUCTION OF THE COTTON AND TOBACCOcaors.
A meeting of the cotton and tobacco planters was held at

the City Hall, at Richmoud, on Wednesday evening, to take
into consideration the voluntary destruction of the cottonand tobacco crops, in view of the fact that tho efforts
of the enemy wore mainly directed towards robbing the
South of their accumulation or these two great staples
A number of speeches were made and ®»«nunttee was

appointed to preenr* for an adjourned moating
tne same evening.

PROCEEDINGS OF THE RHBEL CONGRESS.
In Congress, on Wednesday, Sonator Slmms, of Kentucky,offered resolutions declaring that the people of

the Confederate States will, to tho last extremity, maintainand defend their right to self government and
the government established by them, and to
this end do pledge their last man and their last dollar
for the prosecution of tho .war until their Independence
is acknowledged; and also, that they will submit to any
sacrifice, and endure any trial, howevor severe,and,
firmly relying upon the justice of their cause, and humblytrusting in the providence of God, will maintain their
position before the world and high Heaven while tbey
have a voice to raise or an arm to defend.
The resolutions were referred to the Committee on

Military Affclrs. 1

A resolution was offered providing for compensation
by the government for cotton and tobacco burned to pre- 1

vent their falling into tho bands of the United States.
COTTON FACTORIES BURNED.

Rkwhohd, Feb, 27,1882. <

Schley's new extensive cotton and woollen factory was '
burned on Tuesday night. The lo*s la heavy. <

The cotton factories at Colnmbui and Augusta have
suspended temporarily In consequence of material Injury
to their dams and canals by tbo recent freshet.

AFFAIRS IN NORTH CAROLINA.
The Raleigh HrgitUr of the 20th Inst, says:. '
Two men were brought to this city on Monday as 1

prisoners, on the charge of having piloted tbo Yankees to 1

Roanoke Island. They were arrested on board a schooner '

a short distance from Plymouth. They were committed
to Jail. *

The same paper In an editorial begins by saying that
It would be criminal aa woll as idle to deny that the pre-
sent is the moat gloomy period that the 8outh has wit-
neased since the commencement of the war, and goes on

in the moet earneet manner to call on the people to stand
by their oolora and fight to the last.

All the prisoners taken at Roanoke Island have been
released on parole. i

Quite a number of them arrived at Raleigh on Monday,
and they stated that a hundred and fifty were left at Weldonto oome on Tuesday.

Five regiments of volunteers for the war are wanted
to make up the quota of North Carolina, and Governor
Clarke has Issued a proclamation appealing to the patriotismof the eltizeos of the Btate to All up the regiments.
RIBBL COMMUNICATION BRTWISN SAVANNAH AND

FORT rCLASH CUT OFF.
Augusta , Feb. M, 1M9.

The Savannah Rfjmttican of this morning says that
communication with Fort Pulaski has been effectually
closed by the federals, who have erected three batterle*
for heavy guns.
FATSTTHVILLH, ARK., KTRNID IT THR RRBCLS.

Mmarms, Feb. 34, IMS.
Generals Pries and McCulloch are both preparing for

battle. The former is this aide efFayettevllle, aad the
latter la at Bosten Mountain, with a force of cavalry.

Mmmne, Feb, 9fi, 1M9.
The tews of Fayetteville. Arkansas, has been horned to
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ha ground, by ordor of Gonaral McCulloch. The military
tores were first burned. The Confederate army at Boston
fountain are preparing for. battle.
Late advices from Knoxvllle state that tho Confederates

t the Cumberland Gap expect an early engagement. The
ederala are frequently in sight.
It is reported that nine rederal gunboats and fifteen

ransports were seen on Sunday at Mayfiold. Mo immediateaction was expected.
AFFAIB8 IN TENNESSBB.

Cairo, Feb. 28,1862.
The rebel War Department has called on Tennessee for

hirty-two regiments.
An official despatch received at Knoxville says that an

tmple force will advance from Richmond to protect East
Tennessee.
Governor Harris has taken the field in person.
The report of Goneral Beauregard's illness Is unfoundKl.He left Corinth for Columbus on the 19th.
The Memphis Avalanche of tho 24'h «*J» persons retortedto have left Genoral Johnston's command say that

io entertains uo doubt of hie ability to enter Nashville
rbenover he wishes to do so.

Richmond,Fob. 26,1862.
The Lynchburg ItrpulUron has a special despatch from

Iristol, Tennessee, stating that tho enemy had occupied
Nashville on Sunday. Tho number of Confederate prison,
irs taken at Fort Donelson is about 7,000. The number
tilled was 000, and woundod 1,500. The admittod loss of
he federals is from 6,000 to 10,000 killed and wounded.
Jrueral Floyd has saved all his command except the
rwentieth Mississippi regiraont and tho dreys' and Jack,
lons's batteries, which were taken.

Lvscmiito, Fob. 25,1862.
A portion of the bridge which connected the Island on

which the South Bide dopot is situated with the North
Virginia and Tennessee depot was destroyed yesterday
)y coals falling from a locomotive. Two spans were

>urnod, which will prevent the running of the South
Side cars into the city.
Qenernl Halleck'a Order Respecting the

Rebel Poisoners In Arkansas.
St. Louis, Feb. 28,1863.

General Halleck,ina General Order, statoe that sufDcientinformation ha3 been recoived that the rebels, in

evacuating Mudtown, Arkansas, poisoned the provisions
they were obligod to abandon, and that forty-two officers
and men were poisoned by eatiDg the same. He says we
cannot retaliate by adopting the same barbarous mode of
nai rare, nor can we retaliate by punishing the Innocent
ror tho guilty. The laws of war forbid this. But the
same code authorizes us to retaliate upon the guilty
parties. Persons guilty of each acts, when captured,
will not be treated as ordinary prisoners of war, nor will
they bo shot, but suffer the ignominious punishment
3f being bung as felons. Officers of troopa guilty of such
icts, although not themselves the advisers or abettors
3f the crime, will, wbon captured, bo put In Irons and
sonveyed aa criminals to these headquertera. The laws
>f war make It their duty to prevent such barbarities.
If they neglect that duty they muat suffer the oonsoluences.

Newi from Fortress Monroe.
Fortrwh Ifomoo. Fab. 27. 1862.

A flag of true* to day took over fifty people to Craney
[aland.
The steaming Young America went to the assistance of

tbe R. B. Forbes, before reported ashore about Nog's
Head, yeetorday morning. The crew were all taken off
ind brought here, together with tho officers, baggage
ind a large portion of the stores.
The R. B. Forbes was set ea Are at nine o'clock In the

morning, and was totally destroyed. The rebela had
threatenod to take hor; but the captain showed the great»stcoolness in danger, and deserves great praise.

Preparations tor Colonel Corcoran'
Reception.

The officers of the 8izty ninth regiment New York
State Militia held a meeting on Thursday evening, February27, at their headquarters, Essex Market, Grand
itreet, to make arrangements for tho reception of their
noble and gallant chief, on bis return from bis lung and
wearisome captivity.
A committee, consisting of Captains Bernard Redly,

John Breslin, Tbomaa I.ynch, William Butler and Major
Bagley, were appointed to proceed at once to Baltimore,
and there await the Colonel's arrival by the Fortress
Monroe boat.
A second committee, consisting of Captains O'Reofe,

M. Cram, Dempeey, Theodore Kelly, Coonan and Tbomaa
Clarke, were appointed te make arrangements for hia
recaption in New York. This committee will meet
every evening at the headquarters, over Kaaei Market,
Grand street, from seven to nino, until all arrangements
are completed.

Raws ffrem Ian Franclaeo,
BanFnannaoo,CaL, Feb. 27.1M2.

The steamer Cortes, from Oregon and British Ooluabla,
has arrived here, bringing $190,000 in gold.
The weather throughout the northern coast baa been

vary cold.
Many persons on their way from Portland, Oregon, to

the mince, have fresen to death.
Thousands who left California for the new El Dorado are

detained at Portland until the spring open*.
The whale ship Joseph Grfnnell has arrived from Pnltn,

Peru, with 1,600 barrels of sperm oil.
Also arrived ship Charger, forty nine days from Hong

Kong.
A( Anmrr or Mrtec .Mr. Uettschalk'e Matiaea to-day

will bs a very brilliant affitlr, In point of attendance.
The facility of seen ring seats without aa extra charge
bason this, eaoa the last occaaloa, assured a full bouse
beforehand. The programme is a apleadid one, and, in

addition to the opera of "Betley," brings outtbsgrsat
pianist la several compositions in which he has not been
as yst heard.

ERAI
IMPORTANT FROM TENNESSEE.

Occupation of Nashville by
the Union Forces.

Offer of the Rebels at Murfreesboroughto Capitulate.

GEN. BUELL'S TERMS TO THE ENEMY.

Unconditional Surrender or an

Immediate Attack,
Ac., Ac., Ac.

Washington, Job. 28,1808.
A despatch was received at hoadqnarters to-day, anivmneinffthat Runll arrived at tha north hank of

the Cumberland river, opposite Nashville, onTuoeday,
and found there some of the rebel plckots, which retired.
On Thursday the column, composed of Nelson's and

Crittenden's brigades, marched without obstruction
through the city, and encamped four milos beyond, on

the road towards Murfreesborough, where the rebel
army, under General Johnston, are reported to be preparingto m*lc« a stand.
A great deal of Union feeling ma manifested bv the

citizens.
Cairo, Feb. 28,1862.

A report from Murfreesborough states that the rebels
havo concentrated at that place, epd that General
Buell had surrounded them eo that none could
escape. The rebels offered to surrendo^»^eir
position if allowed to march out with the bonorM^kur.
General Buell refused,and demanded anuncq^^Hhl
surrender, and said that he would allow twoj^^Hor
consideration, and if the place was not surrojjHRU
that time he would open fire upon them. ThejKfrfxpiredthis morning. *^1, x

The rebel army, in their retreat from Nashville, left
1,600 sick and wounded, destroyed all the bridges, burnedall the steamboats but one, which escaped. Tho Texan*fired the city in many places, but the citizens extinguishedthe flames. The great majority of the property
owners remained. The excitement was intense. GovernorHarris made a speech, and said that he had done all
he could, and he was going to leave, and advised them to
follow.

St. Locra, Feb. 28, 1862.
The St. Lou is Democrat has a despatch, datodClarksviiie,20th inst., which says that the rebel soldiers, before

leaving Nashville, plundered many dwellings and business
houses, and excited great alarm among the people. Severalrebels were shot by the citizens whom they wero robbing.Gen. Nolson is in command at Nashville, Gen.
Buell being still on the north side of tho river. The
Union sentiment ts very strong, and our troops are
received with the greatest cordiality. Great indignation
is expressed against Governor Harris, who was fairly
driven away by the Union men, they having
become bold at the proximity of the Union
troope, and daring to assert their rights. Before
leaving Governor Harris made a speech recommending
the oitizens to burn their private property, and calling
on TennesSeoans to rally and meet him at Memphis; but
no one paid any attontion to him, and it is thought he
will not receive any considerable reinforcements.
General Crittenden's command had Joined General

Johnston at
rno railroad bridge at Nashville had beon dostroyed

by order of Gonoral Floyd, against the urgent entreaties
of the citizens. The destruction of the bridge caused
much indignation.
Occupation of Nashville.Tlie Proposed

Evacuation of Columbus, Ac,
(From the Chicago Times, Feb. 26.]

Nashville Is occupied by federal troops. Gen. Buell,
on Sunday, at the hoad of a portion of bis command,
entered the city. The rebel troope, after committing all
maiiDor of depredations on public property, destroying
railroad bridges, &c., fell back on Murfreesboro, on the
Nashville and Chattanooga Railroad, tbirty-two miles
southeast of the capital. It Is thought thev will avail
themselves of the mountaiu pusses in this neighborhood,
and oppose the advuure of our army Into Northern Alabama.Gen. Buell bad with him. in his advance from
Bowling Ureon to Nashville, portions of McCook's and
Miteboil's divisions, but, soon after his arrival at the
latter place, was joined by Crittenden's and Nelson's
commnnds, who went up the Cumberland by steamer.
His force, allowing for garrisons at Bowling Green and
other points occupied, cannot be less than 40,000 troops.
As our troops pfogrefrs in Tenn#&M, we hea> tho most
gratifying evidences of the revival of Union feeling
among the people. Tho left wing of Basil's army, undor

Ggn TL^uias, by this time must be In tho vicinity of
KriSxvillir v 4U .
Governor Harris, accompanied by tho Tennessee

Ixigislotuie, arrived at Memphis on Tuesday last. The
Legislature wss to convene on the ensuing day. We
have two decidedly contradictory reports as to the Governor'sIntentions. One reports him for poaco and tho
Union, ana tne oiner ior war ami uirumon. vrerroau
the last statement. If both Governor and the Legislaturewoio willing to return to their allegiance Memphis
would not be eolerted as the place in which to make the
avowal. The Confederate troops and the mob would
make short work of both if they allowed a Union sentimentto escape thorn. We have a Memphis paper of the
day before the Governor arrived there, and the propriety
of burning the city, in preference to permitting It to
fall into the hands of the Uuion troops, was being canvassed.Citizens'meetings were also held dally, to concertand organize means of defence.
We have reliable information of a private nature that

the bearers of ths rebel flag of truce, who met Com.
Fuotc and General Cullom. near Colambus, on Sunday
last, made a proportion for the evacuation of (Mumbut.This was referred to General Halleck. But
the terms proposed were rejected by that officer,
and the answer despatched by the flag of truce which
went down from Cairo on Monday. If they had
not been, Columbus would yesterday havs been occupiedby federal troope. The rebel proportion being incutmittible,we may now look for a speedy blow on Columbia,
followed bp a demonstration on Memphit. Gen. Grant, wo
do not think, will advance further up the Cumberland;
but, turning to the West, will join in a campaign against
the two places named. A large body of troops has been
landed at Commerce, Mo., during the past few days, who,
it is believed, will proceed down the west bank of the
Miaslesippi and clear that aide of the river of rebels.
This force, co-operatlug with the gunhoate and troop
transports, and Gen. Grant's army on the cast bank of
the river, will lnveet Columbia from every quarter.
With it Memphis falls, and the great highway of tho
Weet will bo opened to Now Orleaas.
General Curtis, operating against Price and VcCulloch

in Northwestern Arkansas^ haa again compelled those
rebel chiefs to beat a hasty retreat, and fr»«n the place
where it was anticipated a deeper* « stand would be
made. A camp of Instruction, of a very extensive charactor,containing a large number of Price's sick and
wounded, was captured, and the rebels compelled to retreatso hastily that they berned all their camp equipage.

Interesting from Fort Donelson.
oca voir ftoNKLSON corrbsponKencb.

Fort Dovslsok, Feb. 20,1M2.
Arrival eif General Grant at ClarktvilU.Reported evacuation

ofNashville.General Grant Reported Puihingon to

that City.The Rebel I'ritonert.Several pet Cnditpoted
of.The Arrived and Capture ef (he Rebel Reinforcements.
1\4 Total Number of Privmm Thought to be About
Eighteen Thtmtantl, Ac., 4c.
I have Just arrived at the fort; and aa I And the boat la

about to itart on its return immediately I muet confine

myself to but few words, Just enough to explain the position
of affkirs in general. The commander or this district

has already pushed on, and is now In Clarksvillo, whieh
has been occupied by a portion of our forces under Geo.

Smith. On the arrival of our troops they found the place
deeerted, and white flags flying all along the river. The
dread of our gunboats is very great, aa is also that of the
army; but the proclamation Issued by Commodore Foots
may have some soothing influence upon the fleeing inhabitantsof Clarksville. and when they find they wilt
receive protection instead of persecution they will doubtlesareturn onoe more to their homes.
There Is a report floating about that Nashville has been

deeerted. As yet I have not been able to make any strict
inquiries relative to the rumor, and therefore give it for
what It is worth.
Three wounded Union soidlera were brought Into the

fort to day. The poor fellows have lain in the brush ever
since tn« day of the battle, and have only Just been discoveredby those employed in burying the dead. They
will have every care taken of them, and strict search
will be made to ascertain whether others may be In a
like situation. These poor fellows bad doubtless crawled
Into the brush to get out of the confusion of the battle,
and, boing out of the regular line of the wounded, were
not sooner seen by those who have been engaged in lookingfor them.

I shall, for the present, stay In this neighborhood, as
one of your correspondents has gone up the river with
General Grant, who has taken passage on the W. 11. P.,
with a small force of troops.two gunboats, however, In
advance. It is thought he has pushed on to Nashville.
The rebel dead are »*>t vet ail bnrted ait* ueh our

iD.
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troops aro doing tbeir best to effect this object, for health's
Bake, let elone that or humanity. The prisoners have
cot all yet been ent away, large numbers being etlll
bare undisposed of. On Monday two regiment* of rebel
Tenneeseean* marched in to reinforce the fort,being unawareof the fact of its capture. Tliey ome along with
ttieir colors flying and their bands playing, and they
wero allowed to enter the camp without any warning aa
to who were the possessors of it. Ihev were in all 1,470
strong, and were very nicely bagged w ithout a shot being
fired. Our prisoners, it is thought, will now reach the
number of about eighteen thousand; bat we cannotyet fairly ascertain the exact aggregate. The officialreports will doubtless tell the tale wben they arc
published. Oeneral Albert Sydney .lohnston is very unfortunate.Everything he has undertaken has failed.
If he Is thoir beet officer Rcbeldom is gone to the dogs.

IMPORTANT FROM THE UPPER POTOMAC

Advance of Major Genera] Banks
Into Virginia

Bolivar and Charlestown In
Our Hands.

The Rebels Shelling the RailroadTrains.

UNION SENTIMENT AMONG THE PEOPLE,

Bolivar, Jkpvkrson Conrrr, V*.;")Via Baltuokb, bt Tklboiujii from Sabot Hook, V
February 28,1862. J

Sine* Monday night Harper'a Ferry and its vicinity
have changed hands. Our advance guard, consisting ol
the Twenty-eighth Pennsylvania regiment, passed over

the Potomdb from Sandy Rook to Harper's Ferry before

daybreak on Monday morning, by a rope ferry, and took

possession of the town. Next day ample provision for

transporting troops over the river was provided, and oar

advanced guard was considerably reinforced.
Bolivar and Charlestown, and a considerable portion of

the country on both banks of the Shenandoah, are now

occupied by our troops. Except about twenty of tho

enemy, which have been captured, they all retired on
the approach of our army. The people in this town and
the neighboring places which our troops have oocupied
were in a condition bordering on starvation. There are

comparatively few of the inhabitants remaining her*
now, and they all profess Union sentiments and great delight

at being relieved from the thraldom which has oppressed
them for the last six months. Many refugees ar*

returning.
The right wing of the army has considerably curtailed

the rebel territory in Virginia, and made a foothold for
itself which all the power of the rebellion eannot
wrest from it. Among the trophies taken from th*

enemy ar* several fine horses. The enemy has mad*

sad havoc among the residences of the Union people her*
since the departure of our troons A

So tor -ffUBiuun nas bsen given to our advance, net
a hostile shot having been ilred. General Banks has established

his headquarters on the road from Harper**
Ferry to Bolivar. The enemy shelled tho trains to day
at Berlin as they were passing down to Baltimore, but
their practice was bad, and out of twelve shells flred only
two exploded, and none or them did any damage.
The plans of General McClellan are being rapidly unfolded,

and you may rely upon it, from my own personal
observation, that the bravo young chieftain is diligently
as well as skilfully laboring to crush the mouslor rebellion

at tbe latest moment
To night all goes well.

T1IE EVACUATION OF COLUMBUS.

The Rebels to Fall Rack on an Island
in the Mississippi.

The Rails of the Memphis and Ohio
Railroad Ordered to be Torn Up

fto.) &c., Ac.

St. Lopjs, Mo., Feb. 28,1862.
Tbe Memphis papers of tbe 19th Instant say that Gen.

Polk issued orders yesterday that the track of the Memphis
and Ohio Railroad should be torn up, preparatory to

the evacuation of Columbus and the demolition of tbe

fortifications there. Tho Columbus forces are to fall back
to Island No. 10, about forty-five miles below Columbus,
which, K is said, completely commands the river, and
can be fortified with befiVy guns and made imprecnablo
against any river attack.

""""Cairo, Fen. 28,1862.
We learn from a gentleman thoroughly oonversant with

Kentucky, that the rebels are dismounting their largo
guns at Columbus, and that tbe work of evacuation io

now going on. Several transports are lying at Colnmbua

to carry off the troops. Every man oomiag Into Columbus
is impresses.oven farmers with their teams. Several
hunared negroes were sent Into the interior yesterday

This is from n reliable source.

IMPORTANT SEIZURE AT THE SOUTH.
Capture off the English Steamer Lsbaao
Off the Coast or l«xoi.n«r aititri !

This Port la Charts off a Prime Crow.
XMmcasloas off tho Labsam aid What
She Cost, dec., Ac.
Yesterday morning witnessed tbs arrival In the North

river of another valuable pries, captured by the United
States sloop-of-war Portsmomth on the 1st ultimo, at Barla
Ctalca, a Texan port, a few miles rrom ths Rio Grande*
Bho Is an English iron propeller, and ber dimensions are

as follows:.Length, 343 feet; width of beam, twenty feet;
tonnage, 747; cost of building, 11116,000; date of build*

lAbuan Is reported ss being the property of tho
Messrs Bailey and Leathern, extensive merchants in Hell,
England. Her decks are Iron,overlaid with wood. Prior
to ber being sent to this country she bad been engaged la
the Raltlo trade, after her capture by the Portsmouth
she was taken to Ship Island, where, after a full Inquiry
before Commodore McKean, aba was ordered to be
brought to this port In charge of Acting Master Gilbert
Ricbmend, who was tbs prise master en tbe occasion
referred to.

In November lest she was chartered by ber owners to
the Messrs. De Jersey, merchants in Maarheatsr, England,for six months, and sines that time she has traded
between Havana and tha Southern eoast. Her outward
cargo consisted,among other things, of blankets sad soft
goods; and upon these articles the sum M 9300,000 is

Mid to h*TS bssn ranllsaa.
At ths tlm« ths Labuan wm Ch?«A

iss»r Sirs?£'lh«U*tt«rap{ ,°MdrV.^^S
bMk up^'rl^r ml ^taln and supercargo were cm

Art£ iSi.^si^d £>* i. BIM

captunbl wnlle on b.r way to that piece, and which is of
> vorr Tslusblo nature. It ooutato principally of tobaccowid cotton- The Tobusn will not be Bent to tho
Navy Yard, but will be placed In nspecial dock, where
every Tit!ilance will be exercised respecting ber. Her
officers, we are told, are men of excellent conduct,aoffi
appear to feel keenly the poeltion In which they ero
at present placed. They were well treated on their way
from Ship Island to New York; sad until the case of the
Labuan Is settled In a court of law here the Mass
marked attention will be shown to thOto to regard t(
their domestic ramfor to.


